
Assumptions / Movies Reality-facts 
•    Genetic classifications from alpha to epsilon  

  
•    Genetic discrimination  
- genetically superior become preferred, being  
considered an elite caste in society. 
-People of lower genetic stock, become an 
“underclass.” 

 
•    Uniformity 
-Everyone is attractive, everyone is in perfect 
physical health. All people are looking identical.   

 Selective Eugenics 

” Elimination or annihilation of genetically 

flawed individuals is perceived as a chance 

of eliminating genetic diseases from the 

population and as a prospect for a general 

improvement in its overall biological 

condition.”   –Huxley 

-identification of genetic markers for various 
diseases and health conditions. 
•    cancer 
•    diabetes 
•    Alzheimer’s disease 
•    Huntington’s disease 
•    cystic fibrosis 
- identification of predispositions to specific 
conditions, but there is still no full certainty 
that a condition will develop 
 
Fear of misuse 

 Insufficient data protection; too easy 
acces 

 Usage of genetic information to deny 
employment/ health insurance 

 Limited state and federal law protecting 
against discrimination- vulnerability of 
individuals 

As Barbara Chyrowitz states, among others this will 
be 
-medically assisted procreation 
-embryos made in laboratory test tubes to find their 
genetic anomalies (only successfully passing 
embryos are transferred into uterus) 
-prenatal diagnostic: After a baby is diagnosed to be 
sick by means of genetic tests it has to die on 
eugenic grounds. 

 

Dangerous/ menacing experiments 

-Transplantation of AIDS virus genome into 
laboratory mice. 02/1990: potential creation 
of a “SUPERAIDS” virus capable of airborne 
transmission. 
-Engineering of human growth genes into 
permanent genetic code of pigs – hoping to 
create a ’super pig’ far larger than normal. 
Instead of becoming larger, a pig was born 
arthritic, bow-legged, and cross-eyed.  

- At the Roslin Institute in Scotland, scientists 
successfully cloned an exact copy of a sheep, 
named ‘Dolly’. This was the first successful 
cloning of an animal, and most likely the first 
occurrence of two organisms being 
genetically identical. Note : Recently the 
sheep’s health has deteriorated 
detrimentally 
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